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On the cover

Denda, Kumang and Bella will
be heading to new homes this
spring in preparation for the
demolition of the Main Zoo
Building. Visit them in March or
April!

On My Mind: Conservation Impact

Pamela Reed Sanchez President and CEO Seneca Park Zoo Society

This issue of ZooNooz is devoted to

the role zoos play — and the role Seneca
Park Zoo plays —in supporting field
conservation globally. I consider this
issue our annual conservation report
to you, sharing the accomplishments
of past grant recipients and outlining
how and what we will support moving
forward.

But let’s start with this stunning fact:
in 2017, accredited zoos and aquariums
contributed a collective $260 million to
conservation organizations. Over the
past five years, funding for conservation
organizations from accredited zoos and
aquariums totaled one billion dollars. We
are, in fact, the third largest investor in
conservation causes.

For most zoos and aquariums, the
bulk of this funding is raised through
special initiatives on site and at events,
asking our guests to show their support
for conservation by making an additional
contribution at the Front Gate, or in
the ZooShop, or by attending events
that designate a portion of its proceeds
to a conservation cause. Through the
collective efforts of our guests, docents,
donors, and staff, last year, Seneca Park
Zoo Soclety was able to make grants in
excess of $76,000 for 2017.

Our grants are given thoughtfully and
in line with our strategic plan, supporting
efforts in the field that impact the species
our guests encounter at Seneca Park Zoo.
Our conservation partners are required
to provide us with evidence their work is
making a difference for species survival,
and they must report to us on how our
funds were used to support their work.

accredited zoos
and aquariums
contributed a
collective

$260
million

to conservation
organizations.

Jackie Kolb

But if all we did was provide funds to
conservation efforts half a world away,
we couldn't truthfully call ourselves a
conservation organization. We have
a responsibility to create a culture of
conservation here at the Zoo and in
our community that not only informs
people about the alarming decline
of populations of animals in natural
range, but provides them with an
understanding that each one of us can
play a meaningful role in reversing this
trend, including all of us right here in our
region.

Because conservation is about
people, and the actions we collectively
take to save wildlife and wild places.
Conservation isn't something “other”
people do; we can all be conservationists,
leading more sustainable lives to ensure
a vibrant future for all species, including
human beings.

ety



ZACC Conference
inspires conservation
efforts at the Zoo

In January, Seneca Park Zoo Society proudly served as a
sponsor for the 2018 Zoos and Aquariums Committing to
Conservation (ZACC) Conference, hosted by Jacksonville Zoo
and Gardens. Zoo docents Lynn Harris and Susan Herzberg,
as well as President and CEO Pamela Reed Sanchez and
Director of Programming and Conservation Action Tom Snyder
attended the event.

ZACC conferences bring together conservation activists,
field researchers, and zoo and aquarium professionals from
around the world to network, forge relationships, and work
together on conservation initiatives.

Initiated by the Columbus Zoo in 1995, ZACC exists
outside any formal organization. Its steering committee
works tirelessly to organize a biannual conference, and
this year’s lineup of keynote
speakers is a testament to their
success. Speakers included
Dan Ashe, President and CEO
of Association of Zoos and
Aguariums (AZA) and Doug
Cress, Chief Executive Officer of
World Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (WAZA).

Reducing illegal wildlife
trade, effective partnerships
with field conservation,
and increasing funding for
conservation efforts were key
topics at the conference. There
was also a significant focus on how zoos and aquariums can
move their guests from awareness to action.

“Our involvement with
ZACC has given us a
deeper connection to
wildlife. Through our
conservation work, we’ve

been making a difference
for the counterparts of
animals at the Zoo”

Lynn Harris,
700 Docent

Lynn Harris attended the inaugural conference in 1995, and
returned inspired and full of ideas. The following year, Zoo
docents formed the Conservation Committee. In 1997, they
sent their first donation of $500 to the Madagascar Fauna and
Flora Group (MFG).

“Our involvement with ZACC has given us a deeper
connection to wildlife. Through our conservation work, we've
been making a difference for the counterparts of animals at
the Zoo,” said Harris.

Eager to do even more, docents developed Party Mad at the
Zoo, modeled after the Columbus Zoo’s popular fundraiser,
Rwandan Fete. Since 2004, the docent-led event has raised
over $140,000 for Madagascar conservation efforts.

For Zoo docent Carol Merkel, who'’s also a veteran of
the conference, ZACC has been an incredible resource and
networking experience.

“Through ZACC, I've made many contacts from around the
world that I know I can always go to with questions. It's very
inspiring to network with all the different people that attend
ZACC,” Merkel commented.

Several of the Zoo Society’s current grantees were present
at this year’s conference, including Madagascar Fauna Group,
Snow Leopard Trust, and Gunung Palung Orangutan Project.

The Zoo Society’s partnership with Snow Leopard Trust is truly

rDocent Lynn Harris, pictured here at Party

& Mad at the Zoo, has attended every ZACC
conference in its 22 year history.

a partnership, and ZACC connected us with the organization’s
Assistant Director of Conservation, Jennifer Snell Rullman.
Jennifer will be visiting the Zoo after the new snow leopard
habitat opens later this year to share her knowledge with our
guests.

“I'm so proud of what we're doing now. Our Zoo is really
focused on conservation and ZACC played a large role in that
shift,” adds Merkel. “It’s vital we continue to support field
research work and grow our conservation efforts, both locally
and internationally”

Pamela Reed Sanchez and Tom Snyder
with Jennifer Snell Rullman, Asst Dir of
Conservation, Snow Leopard Trust and Dr.
Eric Miller, Chair, MFG (Madagascar Fauna
Flora Group). Both are recipients of grants in
2017.



Larry Sorel, Zoo Director i

Zoo Director Larry Sorel has seen, and created, a
lot of change in the zoo world over the past 40 years.
When he started as a zoo keeper at the Los Angeles
Zoo in 1977, most zoos existed purely for recreation.
Today, zoos exist for species survival, and to motivate
the public to take action on behalf of endangered
animals. Seneca Park Zoo Society Director of
Marketing, Sarah Hanson, sat down with Larry to
learn about this evolution, and to understand where
he thinks zoos are headed in the future.

SH: What prompted the evolution of zoos to be
more than recreational facilities?

LS: There was not one “moment” where the change
happened. The evolution was gradual. It started
with population management systems to protect
genetic diversity of endangered species. Then field
research started to become more important, and zoos
became more science-based. About 10 years ago, a
greater focus was placed on conservation action, and
engaging the public in taking action themselves to
help save species.

SH: What do you mean by population
management?

LS: In about 1980, the population of golden lion
tamarins was becoming so small, and their habitat
had shrunk so much, that it was determined that a
cooperative species management plan was needed
to manage the genetics to ensure population
sustainability. Otherwise there would be inbreeding
depression (the decline of a species due to lack of
genetic diversity). This was the humble beginning of
what now are Species Survival Plans.

SH: How was this idea received back then?

LS: There was a lot of pushback from zoos at the
time. Many zoo directors saw it as too ‘big brother” to

have a co-operative population management program.

Personally, I thought it was progressive, and it was
clear to me that something had to be done to protect
these species. Now there are over 500 species with
cooperative management plans through SSPs, many
of which we participate in at Seneca Park Zoo.

SH: How did the conservation focus get traction
from there?

. 4. LS Asanew generation of zoo directors came up

the ranks, zoos became more science-based. There
were great leaders at some of the bigger zoos who
started down this path - zoos like The Bronx Zoo,
Brookfield in Chicago, St. Louis, and Philadelphia come
to mind. But then smaller zoos became more science
based, with more focus on field research.

SH: What is some of the science-based field work
Seneca Park Zoo has been involved with that you're
particularly proud of?

LS: There are many things I'm proud of. I
particularly like the local programs, where an array
of staff gets involved. Our program to reintroduce
sturgeon to the Genesee River is definitely a point of
pride. It's conservation work right at our doorstep,
and it has had tremendous impact. Also, our work
with Eastern Massasauga rattlesnakes in Michigan but
also here in the Bergen Swamp have been great. It has
given staff a great opportunity to grow.

Creating a cooperative
species management plan
for the shrinking population
of golden lion tamarins was
the beginning of what now
are Species Survival Plans.

Elesa Kim



Since 2003, Seneca Park Zoo has assisted the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) in a mark-and-
recapture study to assess the success of its
sturgeon release program.

SH: We also raise a lot of money for global
partners. How did that come to be?

LS: About four years ago, just as Pamela Reed
Sanchez came on board as the Zoo Society Executive
Director, fund raising for on the ground work with
partners became a bigger priority. Now so much of
the Zoo and Zoo Society’s focus is inspiring guests to
take action (whether donating or making changes in
their lives) to save species.

SH: Where do you see things heading over the
next 10-15 years?

LS: The evolution will absolutely continue. We'll
continue to learn. We'll get better and better with
technology. We'll continue to learn more about the
physical and psychological needs of the animals
In our care. We'll support more on-the-ground
programs. The animal care experience of zoos will
help preserve animals in their natural range.

SH: How will the knowledge of zoos help in the
natural range?

LS: Zoos have great experience and knowledge
about managing animal populations in a confined
space. An example is African penguins, whose natural
range has been degraded so much, they have a hard
time making nests to reproduce. Zoos have overcome
this challenge, so we help conservationists in South
Africa figure new strategies to provide nest sites.

SH: What does all this mean for Zoo members and
guests?

LS: Coming to, or supporting Seneca Park Zoo helps
save animals — both the animals in our care, and their
counterparts in natural range. It enables us to inspire
people to take action on behalf of animals, and to

Kelli O’Brien

The Zoo plays a leadership position in the Eastern
Massasauga Rattlesnake SSP, as well as mark-and-
recapture surveys locally.

fund programs like the SSPs and field research with
which we are involved. Without guests and members,
none of this would be possible.

The Zoo has one of
the most productive
breeding colonies of |
African penguins in the |
world, with 108 chicks |
born over the past 20
years.

yne Smit
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Conservation Impact: 2017 in review!

The vision of Seneca Park Zoo is to be a A ¥ » "
national leaderin education and conservation T § '
action for species survival. And 2017 was a
great year for progress towards that vision,
with efforts across a wide array of initiatives.
Without you, our members and supporters,
we could never make this much impact.

Docent Jan Barney at Party
Mad at the Zoo, which raised
$12,400 for lemur conservation
in 2017 alone.

Fundraising for conservation partners

Each year, Seneca Park Zoo Society gives
grants to carefully-selected conservation
partners who provide on the ground resources
to help save key species from extinction.
These grants are funded by your generosity
- through donations at the Front Gate, in the
ZooShop, and when you participate in key
events and programs like ZooBrew, ZooCamp,
birthday parties and
Party Mad at the Zoo.

In 2017, we raised
and granted more
funds than ever
before - a total of

over $76,000 towards over

g?(;gl}:r_r%ls@?o?dspecies $ 7 6 ’ O O O

survival. Here’'s an
overview of some of
the top partners and
what the funds went

In 2017, we raised and granted
more funds than ever before
—a total of

towards on-the-ground
programs for species survival.

\\‘ 7 £ S =
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towards. g
Conservation Partner 2017 funding supported:
Polar Bears International Bolstering PBI's already impressive conservation education programs to
support polar bear conservation in the Arctic.
Health in Harmony Developing a healthy, productive community that doesn't depend on
(in support of Bornean Orangutans) deforestation for income. Specifically, the grant supported the ASRI

public health center, as well as conservation through herd health,
human health, and ecosystem health.

International Elephant Foundation A dog patrol program, where dogs are trained to search out poachers.
International Rhino Foundation General funding to alleviate poaching of rhinos.
Snapshot Serengeti (African lions) The continued use of trail cameras for crowdsourcing biodiversity data

to protect African lions.

SANCCOB Chick bolstering and rearing. Since the project’s inception in 2006,
SANCCOB has successfully released more than 4000 chicks back into
the wild.

Snow Leopard Trust A camera trap initiative, which helps map ranges and population
numbers while mitigating human-animal conflict.

Conservation in Madagascar Conservation efforts for lemurs and radiated tortoises in Madagascar in

(granted to a variety of partners) part by creatingincome generating opportunities for local communities,

so they don't have to rely on deforestation.



Inspiring Conservation Action

Saving animals from extinction sometimes wild places. Your Zoo engaged people all across
starts with connecting people with nature and the community, both on Zoo grounds and
making them more aware of the natural world. beyond. Here are some of the highlights of the
From there they can start to see the importance accomplishments this year.

of taking personal action to help wild life and

Program Outcome

On-site interpretation e 500 programs delivered in 2017

(programs engaging guests e 40,000 people reached on-site through summer programs

in conservation .
) e 316 hours of summer programming

Butterfly Beltway e 4,000,000 + square feet of habitat created to date (Over 93 acres)

e Won the NY State Department of Environmental Conservation
Environmental Excellence Award for our partner program with NYS
Department of Transportation restoring pollinator habitat along
1390 corridor

Community Outreach e Over 40,000 individuals impacted by nearly 400 ZooMobile programs
delivered

e Approximately 1,000,000 viewers of our Homework Hotline TV
programs through the year (in conjunction with WXXI, broadcast
state-wide)

e Cleaned up city parks throughout the year with partners and public

e Trained four organizations in New York, Florida and Peru to conduct
One Cubic Foot efforts

iNaturalist observations 930 observations, 330 crowdsourced species identified

#becauseicare commitment cards Successfully tested the initiative, which engages the public in making
measurable commitment to conservation.

&0 TN R S
I, Dave Will leading a Butterfly Beltway p
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Zoo guests committing to conservation action
~ with #becauseicare cards.
i i . Marie Kraus




Science Saving Species

Your Zoo works with a Variety of research In 2017 we introduced youth to nature
professionals to conduct scientific research journaling.
that advances knowledge of species both in
natural range and in conservation care. A
couple of examples:

e We partner with Boston University on
a study of male Bornean orangutan
flange  (cheekpad) development,
exploring the  hormanal and
social influences and impact on
reproduction.  We provide periodic
urine samples from Denda, our male
orangutan (who has developed very
impressive flanges) as part of this
wide-spread study.

e We partner with teams at the
University of Rochester and Rochester
Institute of Technology on two
different cognitive evolution studies
which are focused on how species
learn about things like counting and
color and object recognition. Findings
from these studies can help advance
the care of animals.

Boots on-the-ground initiatives

Seneca Park Zoo and Zoo None Of thlS WOU]d

Society staff support a range

of conservation field work. be POSSlble without

Often theseinclude mark-and- our su ort
recapture studies, designed Y pp

to understand the health, We thank you for your
survivorship and geographic commitment to the Zoo

distribution of a particular
species over time. A few of
this year’s highlights include:

e FEastern Massasauga Rattlesnakes:
As the vice chair of the EMSR Species
Survival Plan, Assistant Curator John
Adamski participated in mark-and-
recapture surveys in Michigan, and
led multiple surveys locally in Bergen
Swamp.

e Lake Sturgeon: Zoo staff participated
in the release of 1,000 sturgeon in the
Genesee River. Veterinary staff also
participated in mark-and-recapture
surveys, measuring the survival
and distribution of the sturgeon
population, which the Zoo has been
working to reestablish since 2003.

None of this work would be possible
without your support. We thank you for your
commitment to the Zoo, our mission, and to
conservation action locally and globally.

7 RIS LW N

i Denda is part of a Boston University study on
& flange development
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What to expect in 2018

In 2018, you can count on us to continue advancing
towards our vision. Specifically, we'll be usingmore data to
measure impact of our conservation efforts. Additionally,
we'll have over a dozen new species that members and
guests will see, learn about, and be inspired by. With that,
we have selected partner organizations for two signature
species, Masai giraffes and red pandas, to receive grants
this year.

Masati giraffes, will be a conservation
fundraising priority in 2018.

All potential grant recipients (including current
partners) submitted an application requesting funding.
All candidates needed to articulate how they have helped
species survival, and what, specifically, a grant from
Seneca Park Zoo Society would fund. We also required
that anyone receiving funding would provide a written
report of impact at the end of the year. After reviewing
dozens of applications, our Conservation partners in 2018

will be:

Red Panda

Rhino

Snow Leopard

Red Panda Network

International Rhino
Foundation

Snow Leopard Trust

Polar Bear Polar Bears Interational

Giraffe Giraffe Conservation
Foundation

Penguins SANCCOB

Elephants International Elephant
Foundation (IEF)

Orangutans Health in Harmony

Lemurs Centre Val Bio

A donation will be made with any birthday party.
You'll also have the opportunity to make a donation when
buying or renewing your membership.

Admissions will ask for a donation for several months in 2018
(rotating).

Admissions will ask for a donation for several months in 2018
(rotating).

Admissions will ask for a donation for several months in 2018
(rotating).

The new retail outpost by the giraffe habitat will ask you to
round up any purchases. Participants in Jungle Jog will also be
asked to fundraise for giraffe conservation.

The ZooShop will ask you to round up any purchases.

A donation will be made for any ZooBrew ticket, plus 100% of
barn tour proceeds will be donated.

A donation will be made for any ZooBoo ticket.

A donation will be made for any ZooCamp registration.
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Designer: Sarah Pearlman Ventura

Contributing writers:

Pamela Reed Sanchez, President and CEO

Sarah Hanson, Director of Marketing

Mina Johnson, Communications Coordinator
LaDonna Court, Receptionist & Marketing Assistant

Internationally, and in our own backyard, Seneca Park Zoo plays a key role in species survival.
Chartered as an educational institution in 1957 by New York State, the Seneca Park Zoo
Society plays an integral role in supporting Monroe County, the owners and operators of the
Zoo. Together, we are working to bring animals back from the brink of extinction.
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Follow us socially. Visit senecaparkzoo.org
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